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Outcome of the fourth meeting of the HELCOM Group on 

Ecosystem-based Sustainable Fisheries 

(FISH 4-2016) 

 

Introduction   

01. In accordance with the Outcome HOD 49-2015 (paragraph 4.36), the fourth Meeting of the 
HELCOM Group on Ecosystem-based Sustainable Fisheries (FISH 4-2016) was held in Gothenburg, Sweden, 
at the premises of the Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management, on 11-12 May 2016. 

02. The Meeting was attended by delegations from all the Contracting Parties apart from EU, 
Lithuania and Russia, Observers from BSAC, CCB, EAA, FEAP, MSC and WWF Poland. The List of Participants 
is attached as Annex 1.  

03. The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Marcin Rucinski, Chair of Fish, and Ms. Petra Kääriä, Assisting 
Professional Secretary of HELCOM and Mr. Marco Milardi, Project Coordinator of HELCOM, acted as 
secretaries of the meeting.  

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Document: 1-1 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda of the Meeting as contained in document 1-1. 

Agenda Item 2  Matters arising from other HELCOM work of relevance for the Group 

Documents: 2-1, 2-2, 2-3 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings of relevance for Fish 
(document 2-1), as presented by the Secretariat.  

2.2 The Meeting emphasized the importance to continue communicating the work on seals-fisheries 
interactions between HELCOM Seal and Fish and invited Seal to present work undertaken by the incidental 
catch subgroup to the next meeting of Fish. 

2.3 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the HELCOM workshop on fish related indicators (FISH 
IND WS 1-2016) held on 10 May 2016, presented by Sweden and the Secretariat. The aim of the workshop 
was to discuss the linkage of assessments carried out under environmental- and fisheries policy and to finalize 
work on core indicators.  The Meeting noted that the outcome of the workshop will be shortly published on 
the meeting site of FISH 4-2016. 

2.4 The Meeting took note of the general view expressed by the workshop that the assessments 
carried out under MSFD and CFP are interconnected, and that it will be important to have a two way 
interaction between the assessments of the policies as fishing activities impact the status of the environment 
and the status of the environment impacts that status of fish stocks.  

2.5 The Meeting noted that currently the HELCOM core indicator work is focusing on delivering 
evaluations for the second holistic assessment of the ecosystem health of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II). The 
assessment will be compiled by mid-2017 for the assessment period 2011-2015, and an update in mid-2018 
to include the full assessment period 2011-2016. The Meeting noted that HOLAS II status assessments will 
build on core indicators, and proposals for new indicators or GES boundaries need to be endorsed by HELCOM 
HOD 51-2016 in December. 

2.6 The Meeting noted the outcome of discussions of the workshop on developing a new GES 
boundary proposal for the core indicator 'Proportion of large fish in the offshore community' (LFI) and that a 
follow up online meeting will be arranged shortly to discuss the proposal to be submitted for endorsement 
in autumn to relevant HELCOM working groups.  
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2.7 The Meeting noted the need to provide more data to the proposed indicator 'Number of 
drowned mammals and waterbirds in fishing gear'. 

2.8 The Meeting noted that the indicators on coastal fish and migratory fish are published displaying 
initial assessments and can be viewed on the HELCOM website (http://helcom.fi/baltic-sea-
trends/indicators/).  

2.9 The Meeting appreciated the workshop as a start to discussing more in depth how to benefit 
from the coordinated assessments for the purposes of the implementation of BSAP, MSFD and CFP and to 
explain the work on HELCOM core indicators. 

2.10 The Meeting invited the Secretariat to keep the Fish group informed on the work on HELCOM 
fish related indicators and noted that a suitable time for arranging the next major workshop on fish indicators 
and assessments would be after the publication of the report on HOLAS II in June 2017 and that one of the 
topics for the workshop would be to consider the results and their use how to improve the work on holistic 
assessments including indicators beyond 2018. 

2.11 The Meeting took note of the progress report for development of a tool to assess the impact of 
fisheries on seabed habitats under the EU co-financed and HELCOM coordinated BalticBOOST WP 3 
(document 2-2), presented by the Secretariat. The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide 
comments and further information in relation to the work to the Secretariat (marco.milardi@helcom.fi) by 
31 May 2016. 

2.12 The Meeting noted that several sites in Denmark have been closed for bottom trawling and more 
sites will be closed during this year. The Meeting also noted that data could be available from the Gdansk 
bay from a previous project undertaken by the Polish Fisheries Institute. These areas could serve as potential 
test cases for BalticBOOST WP 3.2. 

2.13 The Meeting took note of the information on the progress related to fish and fisheries in the 
forthcoming HELCOM maritime assessment. The Meeting recalled that the tentative draft outline of the 
assessment was presented to FISH 3-2015, and that the assessment will mostly focus on safety of navigation 
and environmental effects from shipping and will this time also to cover other maritime activities on the sea, 
including fisheries and aquaculture. The Meeting noted that the Secretariat has contracted a consultant on 
the fisheries related part of the assessment and invited the Contracting Parties to provide contact 
information of volunteer authors for the aquaculture section of the assessment to the Secretariat 
(Hermanni.backer@helcom.fi). The Meeting further noted that the draft assessment will be circulated to the 
contacts of HELCOM Fish in June and the plan is to finalize the assessment by December and to publish it 
early 2017. The Meeting invited the Secretariat to issue a letter to the contacts and observers of Fish on the 
status of the maritime assessment and the need for volunteers to contribute as co-authors to the work, 
especially regarding the aquaculture section of the assessment. 

Agenda Item 3  Follow up of the draft HELCOM Recommendation on sustainable aquaculture 

Document: 3-1  

3.1 The Meeting welcomed that Recommendation 37/3 ‘Sustainable aquaculture in the Baltic Sea 
region’ was adopted by HELCOM 37-2016 and noted that HELCOM 36-2016 considered and agreed on the 
revised Terms of Reference for the HELCOM Fish Correspondence Group (CG AQUACULTURE) (document 3-
1). 

3.2 The Meeting took note of the revised Terms of Reference for the HELCOM Fish Correspondence 
Group (CG Aquaculture) (document 3-1), presented by the Chair.  

3.3 The Meeting welcomed the willingness of Poland to co-lead the work on CG Aquaculture, and 
that Germany is willing to contribute and will inform the group on the possible level of contribution at a later 
stage. The Meeting further noted that Finland is also considering to participate in the work. The Meeting 
further welcomed the willingness of CCB and Danish Aquaculture to contribute to the work and noted that 
FEAP can point out relevant research institutions for the work. The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties 

http://helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/indicators/
http://helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/indicators/
mailto:marco.milardi@helcom.fi
mailto:Hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
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and Observers to inform on the contacts for CG Aquaculture to the Secretariat (petra.kaaria@helcom.fi) by 
15 July 2016 and noted that the selection of a lead country for the work will be left open at this stage. 

3.4 The Meeting noted that a literature study for an overview of different farming techniques is 
being carried out in Sweden and will be finalized later in 2016, and that Sweden will look for the possibility 
to translate the outcome of the study in English. 

3.5 The Meeting welcomed the option for applying funding from the currently open call by the 
Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM) which includes a topic related to sustainable aquaculture with deadline 
for the application in early June 2016. 

3.6 The Meeting supported that the HELCOM project proposal is prepared to support the task to 
provide a concise compilation of existing BAT and BEP techniques from CG ToR (document 3-1) and took note 
of the preliminary interest of Finland, Germany and Poland to jointly develop the proposal to the NCM also 
involving the HELCOM Secretariat. 

3.7 The Meeting noted the remarks on the BAT/BEP for aquaculture by FEAP (document 3-2), 
presented by FEAP, including a suggestion to refer to the IE Directive (2010/75) for definitions and pointed 
out that the definition for BAT/BEP will be defined at the HELCOM level. 

Agenda Item 4  Interactions between fisheries and marine ecosystems 

Documents: 4-1, 4-1-Rev.1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 4-5, 4-6 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the future HELCOM actions of relevance for Fish including the actions 
‘Adjustment or utilization of EU data collection framework to retrieve data for assessments and the 
development of management measures related to by-catch of species’ and ‘Testing alternative fishing 
gears/fishing techniques to minimize incidental catch through joint project/projects’ (document 4-3), as 
presented by Poland. 

Adjustment or utilization of EU data collection framework 

4.2 The Meeting welcomed the draft letter to the European Commission on HELCOM data needs in 
the context of the ongoing Reform of the European Union system for fisheries data collection (document 4-
1), presented by Poland and agreed in principle that it is a valuable contribution to the reform of European 
Union system for fisheries data collection. 

4.3 The Meeting noted the comment by Germany emphasizing the importance of collecting data 
from gillnet fisheries (especially from smaller boats mostly used in gillnet fisheries, spatial distribution and 
effort etc.) which are needed to make an analysis concerning bycatch of seabirds (especially diving ducks) 
and harbour porpoises.  

4.4 The Meeting noted the suggestion by Finland to include the ringed seal on the species list on the 
draft letter. 

4.5 The Meeting took note of the point raised by Finland that it is important to only collect fisheries 
data with strong environmental relevance needed for management and decision making and by Poland 
clarifying that the data collected through DCF is fisheries data necessary for environmental management.  

4.6 The Meeting further noted the comment by Sweden on the relevance to obtain additional data 
not only connected to fisheries, and underlining that other data needs within HELCOM could be highlighted 
in the letter. 

4.7 The Meeting noted the concern by Denmark regarding the budget for the work, the need to 
operate within DCF framework and the suggestion to only include requirements for which financing has 
already been secured. 

4.8 The Meeting noted the view by the BSAC/Fisheries secretariat that the new landing obligation 
regulations are meant to improve the quality of the data on fisheries and that the DCF could be seen as an 
opportunity to improve the data currently available on bycatch. 

mailto:petra.kaaria@helcom.fi
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4.9 The Meeting agreed to address the points raised by the Meeting (paragraphs 4.2-4.7) in the 
letter and to further work on the text within a drafting group, led by Poland and noted the following 
comments on the version suggested by the drafting group as included in document 4-1-Rev.1, by: 

 Denmark supporting the letter and noting that it should not go beyond the obligations set by 

HELCOM, CFP, WFD and MSFD, that it is important to focus on the synergies between collected data 

and what is necessary for the HELCOM processes and that it is important to be aware of the 

challenges in collecting data for habitats. Denmark will review the Annex of the letter with national 

correspondence and pointed out that the Annex should support the letter and include information 

on the synergies HELCOM aims to achieve;  

 Germany raising a study reservation on the letter due to the need for national consultations; 

 Sweden supporting the letter and welcoming further dialogue on combining financing options and 

suggesting to identify synergies between different monitoring programmes. 

4.10  The Meeting agreed that the letter amended by Poland according to the comments (paragraph 
4.9) will be circulated to the contacts of Fish as well as Heads of Delegations by 13 May 2016, requesting 
approval of the letter by 25 May 2016. 

Testing alternative fishing gears/fishing techniques 

4.11 The Meeting further took note of a questionnaire on alternative fishing gears or fishing 
techniques (document 4-2), as an initial follow up activity to the action ‘Testing alternative fishing 
gears/fishing techniques to minimize incidental catch through joint project/projects’ presented by Poland 
and noted the suggestion by Sweden on a proposal to include reference to further context of the 
questionnaire as well as added benefits of the CFP landing obligation towards bycatch estimation.  

4.12 The Meeting invited Denmark to present information on an initiative to protect the harbour 
porpoise in Danish waters from fisheries in FISH 5-2016 and noted that in Sweden similar work is ongoing 
(designating protected areas for porpoises) and could possibly also be presented at FISH 5-2016. 

4.13 The Meeting noted the need for Fish to also communicate with the HELCOM VASAB MSP 
Working Group and HOLAS II project to identify possible spatial data sources to underpin the hot spot 
analyses. 

4.14 The Meeting agreed that Poland will send the amended excel file questionnaire to the contacts 
and observers of Fish and invited the Contracting Parties to provide comments to the questionnaire to Poland 
(katarzyna.kaminska@minrol.gov.pl) by 15 June 2016 after which Poland will redistribute the questionnaire 
for a further round of comments. The Meeting decided to discuss the questionnaire again at FISH 5-2016. 

4.15 The Meeting took note of the role of fish management for mitigating eutrophication effects in 
shallow coastal waters (document 4-6, Presentation 1), presented by Mr. Ulf Bergström, Swedish University 
of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), and noted that that the amount of predatory fish, via trophic cascades, has 
major effects on the level of eutrophication possibly as relevant as those of direct fertilization. The Meeting 
further noted that there are several examples from the North Atlantic and Baltic Sea on the effects of 
predatory fish on the amount of filamentous algae and thus the level of eutrophication. 

4.16 The Meeting noted the comment by BSAC that it is important to ensure that no take areas are 
not only political decisions and have actual positive effects towards the state of the environment. 

4.17 The Meeting noted that an evaluation will be carried out in Kattegat on the effects of no take 
areas to eutrophication in relation to the other effects. 

4.18 The Meeting emphasized the relevance of the topic and suggested for HOLAS II to investigate 
the possibility to include the linkage of fisheries and eutrophication (D5) in the holistic assessment. The 
Meeting agreed to consider further steps regarding this topic at FISH 5-2016. 

Fisheries and MSP 

4.19 The Meeting took note of the information on the results of the coastal fish essential habitats 
workshop held in Öregrund, Sweden, in June 2016, presented by Mr. Jens Olsson, Chair of FISH-PRO II, 

mailto:katarzyna.kaminska@minrol.gov.pl
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Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) (Presentation 2). The Meeting noted that the main 
outcomes of the workshop were that essential coastal fish habitats are likely underestimated in fisheries 
management, a wide array of monitoring data from the Baltic Sea is available, conservation status of relevant 
coastal fish habitats is currently rather poor, main threats towards the habitats include eutrophication, 
climate change, coastal development, invasive species, fisheries and dredging and there would be mutual 
benefits from merging the interests of fisheries management and habitat protection. The Meeting noted that 
the first draft of a report paper will be finalized by the end of the year and that a review is expected by early 
2017. 

4.20 The Meeting noted that the Finnish inventory programme for the underwater marine 
environment (VELMU) has recently been finalized and resulting data can be access via the map service (in 
Finnish only). 

4.21 The Meeting suggested that the role of essential fish habitats will be taken into account in the 
development of the Recommendation on the conservation of Baltic Sea habitats/biotopes/biotope 
complexes categorized as threatened according to the 2013 HELCOM Red List. 

4.22 The Meeting took note of the information on including fish and fisheries to maritime spatial 
planning (MSP), including recent projects such as BALTIC SCOPE (Presentation 3) presented by Mr. Terje 
Selnes, Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management (SWAM), and SYMPHONY (Presentation 4), 
presented by Mr. Linus Hammar, Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management (SWAM).  

4.23 The Meeting noted that the work carried out under SYMPHONY is based on the indexes 
developed under HOLAS I with a dynamic approach and that Baltic SCOPE (represented by all CPs except 
Finland and Lithuania) is starting the discussion on how common fishing interests can be represented. The 
Meeting noted that once published in autumn 2016, the topic paper by Baltic SCOPE could be presented to 
Fish. The Meeting further noted the connection between these projects and the pressure and impacts 
indexes of HOLAS II as well as their relevance to MSP and that regional discussion on fisheries and MSP need 
to be organized involving the HELCOM VASAB MSP Working Group. 

Seals-fisheries interactions 

4.24 The Meeting noted the discussion held at SEAL 9-2015 on joint management of grey seal in the 
Baltic Sea based on the recent increase of the grey seal population in southern Baltic waters with negative 
effects on fisheries and that the view of most Contracting Parties is that HELCOM Recommendation 27/28-2 
‘Conservation of seals in the Baltic Sea’ provides sufficient guidance for actions needed at national level and 
that a joint management plan is not required in the Baltic Sea. The Meeting further noted that the Seal Expert 
Group will continue exchanging experiences on management of seals and working towards harmonization of 
seal management plans.  

4.25 The Meeting considered the seals-fisheries conflict in Sweden (document 4-5, Presentation 5), 
presented by Ms. Sara Königsson, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), and noted that several 
seal safe fishing gear are being tested on the coastal areas in Sweden. 

4.26 The Meeting suggested to include the different seal safe gear to the questionnaire on alternative 
fishing gears or fishing techniques (see document 4-2). 

4.27 The Meeting noted the proposal by Latvia for preparing an analysis/literature review estimating 
the use of pingers or other possible scaring devices on fishing gear and the comment by Ms. Sara Königsson, 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), that no further resources will be employed for this purpose 
in their research plans. 

4.28 The Meeting noted that Denmark is currently developing seal safe fishing gears in cooperation 
with fishermen and took note of the Danish view that in addition to developing seal safe gear it would be 
important to concentrate on the effects of seals on the population level, and of the wish for HELCOM to 
revisit the Danish proposal on Baltic-wide grey seal management. 

4.29 The Meeting recalled that Finland, Germany and Lithuania expressed at HOD 48-2015 that 
HELCOM Recommendation 27/28-2 provides sufficient guidance for actions needed at the national level and 

http://paikkatieto.ymparisto.fi/velmuviewers/Html5Viewer_2_5_2/Index.html?configBase=http://paikkatieto.ymparisto.fi/Geocortex/Essentials/REST/sites/VELMU_karttapalvelu/viewers/HTML5/virtualdirectory/Resources/Config/Default
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that a joint management plan is not required in the Baltic Sea and that this view was also shared by Poland 
and Sweden as informed to SEAL 9-2015.  

4.30  The Meeting noted the view by Finland supported by Sweden that revisiting the HELCOM 
Recommendation 27/28-2 on seal conservation would not be a cost-effective process as management actions 
on grey seal populations can be taken on national level. 

4.31 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Poland (Presentation 6) regarding the losses to 
small scale fisheries due to seals, evaluated on a basis of voluntary data reporting that started in 2014.  

4.32 The Meeting noted that the HELCOM Recommendation 27/28-2 on conservation of seals allows 
for national management of seal populations and to control the level of the populations under the specific 
circumstances as stipulated in the Recommendation. 

Cooperation between fisheries/aquaculture and environmental organizations 

4.33 The Meeting took note of examples of ongoing dialogues between Regional Seas Organisations 
and Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs) (document 4-4), presented by the Secretariat, 
as well as information on the process of forming a cooperative mechanism between NEAFC and OSPAR 
adopted in 2014, presented by OSPAR (document 4-4-Add.1, Presentation 7). The Meeting noted that 
information on the collective arrangement is available on both the websites of OSPAR and NEAFC. 

4.34 The Meeting recalled the suggestion by FISH 3-2015 that the Secretariat would develop a first 
draft of a communication plan to facilitate information exchange between HELCOM, BALTFISH and 
aquaculture advisory council and requested the Secretariat to prepare a draft of potential common topics 
and communication pathways in advance of FISH 5-2016. 

Ghost nets 

4.35 The Meeting welcomed the information on projects focused on the retrieval of derelict fishing 
gears undertaken in Poland in cooperation with fishermen (Presentation 8), presented by Ms. Marta 
Kalinowska, WWF Poland, and noted that the activities on derelict fishing gear removal in Poland started 
already in 2011.  

4.36 The Meeting further took note of the following information on the collection of ghost nets in 
the Baltic Sea: 

 Denmark: marine litter can be disposed at the harbour premises without extra cost as an exception 
to the general law and great effort is taken not to lose any fishing gear, the EU control regulation 
1224/2009 requires fishermen to report on lost nets; 

 Finland: a project is starting up on the presence and amount of ghost nets and more information will 
be provided at FISH 5-2015; 

 Sweden: most harbour fees allow for the disposal of marine litter on harbour premises, several 
projects on ghost nets are ongoing, including a project on recycling of old fishing gear into plastics, 
more information will be provided at FISH 5-2015. 

4.37 The Meeting took note of the ongoing revision of the ASCOBANS Jastarnia Plan, presented by 
the Chair. The Meeting noted that a meeting by ASCOBANS Jastarnia Group was recently held in Hel, Poland, 
to discuss how to protect small cetaceans in the HELCOM area and reviewing the risks of bycatch and the use 
of scaring devices. The outcomes of the ASCOBANS Jastarnia Group meeting included inter alia the decision 
to increase the focus of mitigation actions on the local scale and on the coordination of local fishermen.  

Agenda Item 5  Recreational fisheries 

Documents: 5-1 

5.1 The Meeting took note of the information already submitted earlier by Sweden for FISH 3-2015 
(document 5-1) on national data collection and other activities in the field of recreational fisheries by: 

http://www.ospar.org/
http://www.neafc.org/


Outcome of FISH 4-2016 
 

 

Page 8 of 14 
 

 Denmark: data has been collected through internet surveys, a new project on interviewing fishermen 
on finding out how precise the reported data on cod in the Sound and salmon in the Baltic Sea is, the 
definition for recreational fisheries is very clear in Denmark: a specific license is needed for 
recreational fishing, recreational fishermen are not allowed to sell their catches and the use of only 
specific gears are allowed; 

 Germany: the institute of Baltic Sea fisheries is collecting recreational fisheries data since 2003 
especially on cod and salmon, including effort and CPUE data to estimate the amounts of total 
catches, the data has been considered in ICES  advice assessment, national wide survey of households 
regarding recreational fisheries is ongoing; 

 Latvia: selling of recreational fisheries catches is forbidden in Latvia; 

 Poland: the fisheries law has recently changed and now also recreational fisheries companies for 
tourists need to report catches and the amount of annual licence for angling boats has increased; 

 MSC: recreational fishermen are allowed to sell their catches in inland waters in Finland, and in the 
archipelago most pike perch catches are harvested by recreational fisheries; 

 EAA is ready to help out on data collection on the catches of recreational fisheries; 

5.2 The Meeting took note of the information by the Chair that BALTFISH is working on defining how 
management measures could be designed so that more coordination in managing recreational fisheries at 
national level could be obtained. Data on recreational cod fisheries have been collected and shall be further 
elaborated on by BALTFISH. The Meeting invited BALTFISH to present information on recreational fisheries 
activities to the next meeting of the Fish group. 

5.3 The Meeting recalled the suggestion by FISH 2-2015 and FISH 3-2015 for the Secretariat to invite 
a representative from the ICES Working Group on Recreational Fisheries Surveys to participate in a meeting 
of HELCOM Fish and to provide information on existing data collection requirements for recreational fisheries 
and invited the Secretariat to contact ICES in this regard. 

5.4 The Meeting considered the outline of the HELCOM coastal fish assessment developed by the 
FISH-PRO II project (document 5-1), as presented by the Chair of FISH-PRO II and noted that the intention is 
to present the first draft of the assessment to State and Conservation in October 2016 and to publish the 
report in late 2017. 

5.5 The Meeting suggested for FISH-PRO II that offshore effects would be considered under factors 
influencing the coastal fish species (section 2.4) and noted that linkage to ecosystem services will be provided 
in the report and input for ecosystem services provided by coastal fish will be produced by the group. The 
Meeting noted that the recommendations section will inter alia include information on how to improve the 
protection of habitats and possible options for measures in recreational fisheries which could be of interest 
to the Fish group. 

Agenda Item 6  VMS data issues 

Documents: none 

6.1 The Meeting noted that as regards future advice requests by HELCOM to ICES no VMS related 
requests have been decided on at the moment, and that for the HOLAS II assessment in 2017 the current 
data from the previous advice process is considered as sufficient. The Meeting further noted that the 
Secretariat is considering to request for advice again during 2017 and that the cost factor of ICES advice is to 
be considered. 

6.2 The Meeting recognized that in the process of receiving ICES advice on VMS data all relevant 
requirements on aggregation and anonymity of vessels are met. 

6.3 The Meeting also noted that HELCOM has recently analyzed AIS data also covering fishing vessels 
which could be an alternative source of information on fishing activities in the Baltic Sea for some of the 
future use in HELCOM. 
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6.4 The Meeting suggested that spatial data on fisheries from different forums and projects would 
be considered by Fish. 

Agenda Item 7  Migratory fish species 

Documents: 7-1, 7-2 

7.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of FISH-M 2-2016 (document 7-2) as presented by the 
temporary Chair Ms. Ulrika Gunnartz, Sweden, and considered a draft proposal for the work plan of Fish-M 
(Annex 2 of the outcome) and took note of the following comments by the Contracting Parties: 

 by Sweden supporting the suggested work plan and that they will come back to the financing aspects 
and for contact points for the work; 

 by Poland supporting the work of Fish-M as well as the work plan and that European eel and sea 
trout are migratory fish species of special importance for Poland; 

 by Denmark that they will forward comments to the suggested work plan and pointed out that there 
are no salmon rivers in the Baltic area of Denmark, and there are no stocking programmes for the 
sea trout population in Bornholm. Denmark is managing European eel according to the EU 
management plan and supports the work on the review and assessment on the national EU 
management plans. 

7.2 The Meeting expressed interest as regards cooperation on migratory fish species and welcomed 
the outcome of the meeting to identify priority topics for the work and invited the Contracting Parties to 
provide possible comments and to endorse the work plan of Fish-M (Annex 2 of the outcome of FISH-M 2-
2016) and inform on contact points to the Secretariat (petra.kaaria@helcom.fi) by 15 June 2016. 

7.3 The Meeting took note of the pamphlet on European eel by CCB (document 7-1). 

7.4 The Meeting took note of the following information on the progress on the sturgeon 
rehabilitation project, presented by Poland: 

There is good cooperation concerning rehabilitation activities of sturgeon. Currently various programmes are 
considered in order to secure financing for these activities. At the same time, maintaining of a brood stock 
of sturgeons as well as restocking activities have been continued. 

Agenda Item 8  Future work 

Documents: 8-1 

8.1 The Meeting noted that no input for the work plan of Fish for 2017-2019 was provided. 

8.2 The Meeting updated the Contact list of Fish (document 8-1), as contained in Annex 2. 

8.3 The Meeting noted the invitation by FISH-M 2-2016 for the Contracting Parties under Fish to 
consider hosting the next meeting of Fish-M and to consider arranging a back-to back meeting with the next 
Fish meeting.  

8.4 The Meeting agreed to organize the next meeting of the Group (FISH 5-2016) on 14-17 
November 2016 and welcomed the offer by Denmark to host it. 

8.5 The Meeting thanked Ms. Ulrika Gunnartz, Sweden, for the excellent organization of FISH-M 2-
2016, FISH IND WS and FISH 4-2016 and expressed gratitude to her for chairing FISH-M 2-2016 and 
moderating the indicator Workshop. 

 

 

 

mailto:petra.kaaria@helcom.fi
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Agenda Item 9  Any other business 

Documents: none 

9.1 The Meeting noted the presentation on an ecosystem based fisheries management workshop 
to be held in Stockholm, Sweden on 15-17 June 2016, presented by Mr. Jan Isakson, BSAC/Fisheries 
Secretariat (Presentation 9). 

9.2 The Meeting took note of the initiation of full scale EU funded mussel farming project in the 
Baltic Sea (document 9-1), presented by FEAP. 

Agenda Item 10  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents: draft Outcome 

10.1 The Meeting adopted the draft outcome of the Meeting. The Outcome of the Meeting, together 
with the documents and presentations considered by the Meeting are available on the HELCOM Meeting 
Portal.

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH%204-2016-343/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH%204-2016-343/default.aspx
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Annex 1 List of participants 

Chair    

Chair Marcin Rucinski Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland Waterways marcin.rucinski@minrol.gov.pl  

Contracting Parties   

Denmark Anja Gadgård Boye the Danish AgriFish Agency anbo@naturerhverv.dk 

Denmark Janne  Palomino Dalby the Danish AgríFish Agency jpda@naturerhverv.dk 

Estonia Elo Rasmann Ministry of the Environment elo.rasmann@envir.ee 

Finland Heikki Lehtinen Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry heikki.lehtinen@mmm.fi 

Finland Penina Blankett Ministry of the Environment penina.blankett@ymparisto.fi 

Germany Thurid Otto GEOMAR on behalf of BfN (Federal Agency for Nature Conservation) totto@geomar.de 

Germany Ulfert Focken Thuenen Institute of Fisheries Ecology ulfert.focken@thuenen.de 

Latvia Janis Birzaks Institute of Food Safety, Animal Health and Environment "BIOR" janis.birzaks@bior.lv 

Latvia Laura Briekmane Institute of Food Safety, Animal Health and Environment "BIOR" laura.briekmane@bior.lv 

Poland Igor Wawrzyniak Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland Waterways igor.wawrzyniak@minrol.gov.pl 

Poland Katarzyna Kaminska Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland Waterways katarzyna.kaminska@minrol.gov.pl 

Sweden Jacob Hagberg Swedish ministry for environment and energy jacob.hagberg@regeringskansliet.se 

Sweden Jens Olsson  
(online participation) 

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Department of Aquatic 
Resources 

jens.olsson@slu.se 

Sweden Linus Hammar Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management linus.hammar@havochvatten.se 

Sweden Sara Königsson  
(online participation) 

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Department of Aquatic 
Resources 

sara.konigson@slu.se 

Sweden Terje Selnes Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management terje.selnes@havochvatten.se 

Sweden Ulf Bergsrtöm  
(online participation) 

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Department of Aquatic 
Resources 

ulf.bergstrom@slu.se 

Sweden Ulrika Gunnartz Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management ulrika.gunnartz@havochvatten.se 

Observer organizations     

Observer  Reine Johansson Baltic Sea Advisory Council  rj.j@pelagic.se 

Observer Jan Isakson Baltic Sea Advisory Council  jan.isakson@fishsec.org 

Observer Ellen Bruno CCB ellen.bruno@naturskyddsforeningen.se 

Observer  Torben Wallach FEAP/Danish Aquaculture torben@danskakvakultur.dk 

Observer  Janne Posti Marine Stewardship Council janne.posti@msc.org 

mailto:jan.isakson@fishsec.org
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Observer Markus Lundgren European Anglers Alliance (Swedish Anglers Association) markus.lundgren@sportfiskarna.se 

Observer Marta Kalinowska  

(online participation) 
WWF Poland 
 

mkalinowska@wwf.pl 

HELCOM Secretariat     

Secretariat Monika Stankiewicz HELCOM Secretariat monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi 

Secretariat Lena Avellan HELCOM Secretariat lena.avellan@helcom.fi 

Secretariat Petra Kääriä HELCOM Secretariat petra.kaaria@helcom.fi 

Secretariat Marco Milardi HELCOM Secretariat marco.milardi@helcom.fi 
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Annex 2 List of Contacts and Observers of Fish 

Name Organization E-mail address 

Chair 

Marcin Rucinski Ministry of Maritime Economy and 
Inland Waterways 

marcin.rucinski@minol.gov.pl 

Denmark 

Anja Gadgård Boye The Danish AgriFish Agency anbo@naturerhverv.dk 

Janne Palomino Dalby The Danish AgriFish Agency jpda@naturerhverv.dk 

EU 

Dario Dubolino EC dario.dubolino@ec.europa.eu 

Stanislovas Jonusas EC stanislovas.jonusas@ec.europa.eu 

Estonia 

Elo Rasmann Ministry of Environment of Estonia elo.rasmann@ envir.ee 

Markus Vetemaa Estonian Marine Institute markus.vetemaa@ut.ee 

Merje Frey Ministry of Agriculture merje.frey@agri.ee 

Ulvi Päädam Ministry of Environment of Estonia ulvi.paadam@envir.ee 

Finland 

Penina Blankett Ministry of Environment penina.blankett@ymparisto.fi 

Heikki Lehtinen Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry heikki.lehtinen@mmm.fi 

Mirva Wideskog The Center of Economic 
development and Transport and the 
Environment 

Mirva.wideskog@ely-keskus.fi 

Germany 

Dieter Boedeker German Federal Agency for Nature 

Conservation (BfN) 

dieter.boedeker@bfn-vilm.de 

Christian Pusch German Federal Agency for Nature 

Conservation (BfN) 

christian.pusch@bfn-vilm.de 

Hans-Peter Damian Federal Environment Agency hans-peter.damian@uba.de 

Marina Carstens Ministry of Agriculture, 
Environment and Consumer 
Protection Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern 

m.carstens@lu.mv-regierung.de 

Thurid Otto Geomar Helmholtz Center for 
Ocean research 

totto@geomar.de 

Sven Koschinski Meereszoologie (on behalf of BfN) sk@meereszoologie.de 

Ulfert Focken Thünen-Institute of Fisheries 
Ecology 

ulfert.focken@thuenen.de 

Latvia 

Laura Briekmane Institute of Food, Safety, Animal 
Health and Environment “BIOR” 

laura.briekmane@bior.gov.lv 

Janis Birzaks Institute of Food, Safety, Animal 
Health and Environment “BIOR” 

janis.birzaks@bior.lv 

Lithuania 

Mindaugas Gudas EPA m.gudas@aaa.am.lt 

Poland 

Katarzyna Kaminska Ministry of Maritime Economy and 
Inland Waterways 

Katarzyna.Kaminska@minrol.gov.pl 

mailto:ulvi.paadam@envir.ee
https://portal.helcom.fi/_layouts/listform.aspx?PageType=4&ListId=%7b83ACB6B4-C92A-473C-B15C-AC7D32B71F57%7d&ID=199
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Katarzyna Stepanowska West Pomeranian University of 
Technology Szczecin; Faculty of 
Food Sciences and Fisheries 

greyseal@o2.pl 

Adam Lejk National Marine Fisheries Research 
Institute 

adam.lejk@mir.gdynia.pl 

Igor Wawrzyniak Ministry of Maritime Economy and 
Inland Waterways 

igor.wawrzyniak@minrol.gov.pl 

Iwona Pawliczka University of Gdansk Iwona.pvp@ug.edu.pl 

Iwona Psuty National Marine Fisheries Research 
Institute 

iwona.psuty@mir.gdynia.pl 

Justyna Szumlicz Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development  

justyna.szumlicz@minrol.gov.pl  

Wojciech Pelczarski National Marine Fisheries Research 
Institute 

wpelczar@mir.gdynia.pl    

Sweden 

Ulrika Gunnartz Swedish Agency for Marine and 
Water Management 

ulrika.gunnartz@havochvatten.se 

Jacob Hagberg Swedish Ministry for Environment 
and Energy 

jacob.hagberg@regeringskansliet.se 

Malin Skog Swedish Board of Agriculture malin.skog@jordbruksverket.se 

 

Name Organization E-mail address 

Observers 

Sally Clink Baltic Sea Advisory Council sc@bsac.dk 

Ewa Milewska Baltic Sea Advisory Council em@bsac.dk 

Reine J. Johansson Baltic Sea Advisory Council rj.j@pelagic.se 

Michael Andersen BSAC/Danish Fishermen PO ma@dkfisk.dk 

Mikhail Durkin Coalition Clean Baltic mikhail.durkin@ccb.se 

Nils Höglund Coalition Clean Baltic Nils.Hoglund@ccb.se 

Mona Olsson Öberg EurAqua mona.olsson.oberg@ivl.se 

Torben Wallach FEAP 
tw@musholm.com; 
torben@danskakvakultur.dk 

Anu-Maria Sandelin FEAP 
anu-
maria.sandelin@kalankasvatus.fi 

Anne Pyc 
FEAP/Polish Trout Breeders 
Association 

anna@pstraqpustelnia.pl 

Lisbeth Jess Plesner FEAP lisbeth@danskakvakultur.dk 

Courtney Hough 
Federation of European 
Aquaculture Producers 

courtney@feap.info 

Mark Dickey-Collas ICES mark.dickey-collas@ices.dk 

Marjukka Porvari John Nurminen Foundation marjukka.porvari@jnfoundation.fi 

Miina Mäki John Nurminen Foundation miina.maki@jnfoundation.fi 

Andrzej Białaś OCEANA abialas@oceana.org 

Wieke Edinger Nordic Hunters' Alliance wieke.edinger@nordichunters.org 

Matti Ovaska WWF Finland matti.ovaska@wwf.fi 

 

https://portal.helcom.fi/_layouts/listform.aspx?PageType=4&ListId=%7b83ACB6B4-C92A-473C-B15C-AC7D32B71F57%7d&ID=896

